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INTENTIONAL LIVING
Acts 18:1-4,24-28; 20:17-38

Paul Used His Job as A Tentmaker to Spread the Gospel
Paul left Athens for Corinth in order to continue spreading the gospel throughout the world. When 
we read about Paul in the New Testament, it is typically about him teaching, preaching, discipling, 
or evangelizing. Once in a while, we hear about Paul’s other occupation—tentmaking (Acts 18:3). 
Paul shared that his work and his hands provided for his needs and those around him—referring to 
his tentmaking business (Acts 20:34). While Paul said those who preach the gospel should make their 
livings by doing so, he refused to use that privilege (1 Cor. 9:14-15). He went on to say that, although 
it would be okay and right for him to earn a living through preaching the gospel, he was called to do 
it “free of charge” (v. 18) because the Lord provided for him through his tentmaking business.

Apollos Found a Mentor
Instead of viewing Apollos as competition, Priscilla and Aquila saw him as a brother in the Lord 
and a coworker in the gospel. So, they helped him “win.” After all, if he was able to powerfully and 
eloquently use the Scriptures to preach about Jesus Christ, even though he only knew about John’s 
baptism, how much better would he be able to proclaim the gospel after he learned from more 
knowledgeable believers?

 Y What do you think would have happened if Priscilla and Aquila had seen Apollos as 
competition instead of helping him? 

 Y Why do you think it’s our natural tendency to compete with others, even in ministry?

Paul Viewed the Spread of the Gospel as More Important than His Own Life
Perspective is everything. Have you ever dug deep into a subject you thought you had a pretty good 
grasp on, only to discover just how much you didn’t know? It’s humbling, isn’t it?

In the same way, when things are going well, it’s easy to think that it was due to our good planning 
or foresight. However, when hard times hit, it can sometimes feel like you’ll never see the light at the 
end of the tunnel. Many of us are often fickle in our emotions, plans, and perspective. That’s why this 
passage matters.  

 Y Why do you think we measure our spiritual lives by comparing ourselves with 
our neighbors? 

Essential Doctrines
Discipleship: Discipleship is a process that takes place both formally and informally to effect spiritual 
maturity as people follow Jesus. Informal discipleship, as passages like Deuteronomy 6:4-9 suggest, happens 
everywhere, in every arena of life. Growing in our faith and deepening our walk with Christ is something 
that requires our whole life, not just the mind. Formal discipleship refers to periods of instruction. We make 
disciples through our words and actions, providing verbal instruction from God’s Word and non-verbal 
examples through our lives (Acts 20:17-24).

HIS STORY

The Point: All God’s people 
are called to live on mission 

wherever He has placed them.

Leader Note: Because some content 
from the Personal Study Guide will not be 
available on the One Sheet, make sure to 
adapt the session based on how you use 
the material with your group.



 Y Read Ephesians 4:11-12. How does this support the notion that all believers, no matter 
what profession they are in, should see their jobs as their ministry? How does this 
challenge you personally when thinking about your future?   

 Y How can your platform (as a student, academic club member, band participant, etc.) be 
used for proclaiming the gospel?  

 Y How can we reflect in our own lives what Paul said in Acts 20:20?   

 Y What does it look like to leave a legacy of faithfulness in your home? At school? In your 
extra curricular activities? 

YOUR STORY

YOUR MISSION
Head
The story of Apollos should encourage us that the Lord can use anyone, regardless of their past and 
what they know or don’t know. God is looking for those who are faithful, who have a humble heart, 
and want to do His will whenever, wherever, and whatever. We see this in Jesus’ disciples and here 
with Apollos.

 Y Why do you think God looks at our willingness rather than our natural talents, when it 
comes to using people for His kingdom?  

 Y How does this truth encourage you personally?

Heart
After reading an account like this in Scripture, it is important for us to pray that the Holy Spirit 
would internalize the account’s truths within us, leading to both an inner and outer transformation. 
Consider making this your prayer in response to this session: “Lord, give me the strength to stand 
up and unashamedly share your gospel with those around me. Help me to stop valuing the things 
of this earth so much. Help me to be about Your kingdom rather than mine.”

 Y Considering the fact that your life is like a drop in the ocean in light of eternity, what sort 
of legacy do you want to leave?  

 Y What needs to change in your life today in order to reorient your perspective, priorities, 
and attitudes so that you see all of your life as being a part of God’s mission?

Hands 
Sometimes we think we need to grow to a certain point, memorize enough Scripture verses, or 
know how to refute particular arguments before we can disciple others. This cannot be further 
from the truth. Just look at Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4) or Jesus and the 
demon possessed man in the region of the Gerasenes (Mark 5:1-18). After experiencing the healing 
power of Christ, both the woman and the man went and told others about Christ. They did not 
take a class on evangelism or go to seminary. They simply went and testified about what they 
had experienced.

 Y Looking back on this past year, share with your group one thing you’ve learned about 
living your life as a Christ-follower. 

 Y Looking back on this past year, share with your group one thing you’ve learned about 
living your life as a Christ-follower. 


